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recommendation for the appointment of a committee for the purpose of drawing 
up more definite recommendations, and with a general instruction to the Secre- 
tary General of the League to obtain, in as representative a manner as possible, 
further views from international statisticians upon the questions considered. In 
accordance with the latter instruction, a conference took place in February, 1920, 
between the British Empire Statistical Conference, then meeting in London, 
and the Secretary General. 

The matter as a whole, in the light of these and other representations, was re- 
considered at the meeting of the Council of the League which took place in 
Rome in May, 1920. It was decided in effect to open the question ah initio and 
formally, by the appointment of a commission. The report on the question, 
which was presented by the Belgian representative, M. Destree, after recounting 
the action already taken, pointed out that any attempt to realize the desirable 
object of uniformity and centralization in statistics raises problems which 
cannot be solved without the help of experts, "both statisticians and persons 
who make use of statistics." The report presented by M. Destree and adopted 
by the Council proceeds : 

"I propose that, to this end, a commission be set up on the following lines: Each 
of the existing bodies, viz. : 

International Labour Office, 
International Institute of Statistics, 
International Institute of Agriculture, 
International Bureau of Commercial Statistics (Brussels), 
should be invited to nominate one representative. This committee should be com- 
pleted by the addition of the following persons, whose work in the past points be- 
yond question to such a choice: 

M. Lucien March, M. de Elola, 

Mr. R. H. Coats, M. Luigi Bodio. 

The commission thus formed should have power to add to its number by cooperating 
with other eminent statisticians whose collaboration it might desire. At the same 
time, it should use every effort to keep its numbers as low as possible." 

It is understood that the commission thus appointed will assemble for a ses- 
sion of three or four weeks during September, 1920. 

R. H. C. 



MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 

The progress of the Fourteenth Census work to July 1, 1920, is indicated in 
the following note. Up to July 31 the Bureau of the Census had announced the 
population of 4,629 cities, towns, and villages, and of 1,039 counties, having an 
aggregate population of 65,818,354. The latest comparative figures which have 
been prepared, showing the increase between 1910 and 1920 as against the 
increase for the same places between 1900 and 1910, relate to those places for 
which the populations had been announced on or before July 31. At that 
time the increase between 1910 and 1920 for the 4,157 cities, towns, and 
villages, and the 1,003 counties for which comparative figures for the last 
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three censuses are available amounted to 10,118,718, or 18.5 per cent. For 
the same places the increase between 1900 and 1910 was 10,505,037, or 
23.7 per cent. So far as can be judged from the figures thus far com- 
piled, the decline in the rate of increase in population between 1910 and 
1920, as compared with the rates for the decades 1890-1900 and 1900-1910, 
will be just about what might have been expected in view of the drop in 
immigration and the excessive mortality due to the war and the influenza epi- 
demic. The Fourteenth Census of the United States was taken as of date 
January 1. The progress of the enumeration was materially impeded by the 
unusually severe weather conditions which prevailed in most of the northern 
states. Even in the south the enumeration was delayed by the torrential rains 
which occurred in many localities. As a result of these adverse conditions, the 
returns from the enumeration were not received at the Census Office as rapidly 
as had been hoped and expected. Nevertheless, they have come in promptly 
enough to enable the Bureau to get its tabulating force organized and at work 
about as soon as had been expected. The progress the Bureau is making on 
the work is gratifying, and justifies the prediction that the data will be com- 
piled, published, and issued by June 30, 1922, as provided by law. 

The statistical work which the United States Railroad Labor Board used in 
making its recent decision regarding wage rates was under the supervision of Pro- 
fessor Horace Secrist, of Northwestern University. As supervising statistician, 
Professor Secrist, though continuing his connection with the university, will co- 
ordinate the statistical activities of the Board and act in an advisory capacity on 
matters of statistical interpretation and presentation in the decisions, reports, 
and findings of the Board. 

The government of France has sent out invitations to all foreign governments, 
inviting them to send representatives to a Conference for the Revision of the 
International List of Causes of Death. The Conference is to meet in Paris on 
October 11, 1920. Six countries have already accepted the invitation according 
to last accounts. The participation of the United States is under consideration 
by the federal government. It is hoped that a group of representative statisti- 
cians will be sent and that the personnel of the American commission will include, 
among others, those who have busied themselves during the last few years with 
the problems of classifying the causes of sickness and death, with special reference 
to the revision of the list in the forthcoming Conference in Paris. 

The Amalgamated Clothing Workers have formed an organization for the 
collection of statistical material on a comprehensive scale. This work was begun 
in February, 1920, in preparation of evidence for the Rochester injunction 
suit. Under the direction of Dr. Leo Wolman of the New School for Social 
Research a survey was made of the effects of trade unionism on the industry. 
The results of this survey which should be of interest to statisticians are con- 
tained in an accumulation of statistical data relating to the course of wages in 
the industry from 1911 to December, 1919. The survey did not restrict itself to 
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the study of general wage movements, but examined also such causal factors as 
the wages of male and female workers, piece and time workers, the variation of 
wages in the four major markets, the relation between the growth of organization 
and wage changes, and the concurrence of wage movements in the men's clothing 
industry with those in other industries. It is hoped that within the next year 
this and similar material will be made available for more general use. It is a 
hopeful sign of progress that the interest of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers 
in statistical information did not cease with the completion of a single survey. 
By the authority of the General Executive Board of the Organization, a perma- 
nent research bureau, organized to collect and interpret statistical material, was 
established early in July. Dr. Wolman has been appointed director of the 
bureau, and Mr. H. K. Herwitz, formerly with the United States Shipping 
Board and the United States Tariff Commission, is directly in charge of the 
bureau at the national headquarters of the union in New York City. 

The Northwestern University School of Commerce is undertaking for the 
National Association of Retail Clothiers a clothing survey national in its scope. 
This survey extends to the complete membership of the Association and deals 
with the merchandising practices of retailers of clothing and the retail costs of 
distributing clothing. A preliminary report will be made on the results of the 
survey at the annual meeting of the National Association of Retail Clothiers 
which will be held in Chicago in September. A complete report will be pub- 
lished later by the Bureau of Business Research of the Northwestern Univer- 
sity School of Commerce. 

Dr. Frederick R. Macaulay and Dr. Wilford I. King have been appointed 
statisticians for the National Bureau of Economic Research, Inc. Dr. Ma- 
caulay leaves the Department of Economics of the University of California and 
Dr. King was public health statistician in the United States Public Health Serv- 
ice. Dr. King will still act as consultant for the Public Health Service. 

Dr. R. B. Robbins, whose special field is mathematical statistics and actuarial 
theory at the University of Michigan, is on temporary leave of absence and will 
take up work as assistant actuary in the Department of Insurance in Missouri. 

Dr. Royal Meeker has resigned his position as United States Commissioner of 
Labor Statistics and has sailed for Geneva, Switzerland, to take charge of the 
scientific section of the International Labor Office under the League of Nations. 
Mr. Ethelbert Stewart has been appointed as Commissioner of Labor Statistics, 
his appointment having become effective August 1. 

The International Commission appointed for the purpose of advising the 
League of Nations as to the statistical organization and policy to be adopted, 
will hold its first meeting in September, probably at Brussels. The commission 
at present consists of one representative each from the International Labor 
Office, the International Institute of Statistics, the International Institute of 
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Agriculture, and the International Bureau of Commercial Statistics (Brussels) , 
and of the following persons: M. Lucien March, Director of the General Statis- 
tical Office of France, Mr. R. H. Coats, Chief of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics 
of Canada, M. Luigi Bodio, President du Conseil Superieur de Statistique at 
Rome, and M. de Elola. Mr. Coats sailed from Canada in August to be gone 
probably for several months. 

The Bureau of Applied Economics, Inc., Washington, D. C. has presented 
through Mr. W. Jett Lauck statistical briefs for organized labor in the recent 
hearings before the United States Coal Commission, before the United States 
Anthracite Coal Commission, and before the United States Railroad Labor 
Board. These statistical briefs have been separately published and consist 
chiefly of data on wages, profits, and cost of living. 

An interesting and significant instance of the use of statistics is the work done 
for the Republican party on platform and policies. Early in 1920, the National 
Committee appointed an Advisory Committee on Policies and Platform whose 
function in part consisted in gathering facts and data to serve as a basis for the 
decisions of the Committee on Resolutions and of the convention. The work 
of this committee was in charge of a staff of some fifteen specialists largely from 
university faculties and selected for their expert knowledge in the various fields 
of public policy, concerning which there were to be planks in the party platform. 
The director of the staff was Dr. Samuel McCune Lindsay of Columbia Univer- 
sity and the associate director was Dr. Jacob H. Hollander of Johns Hopkins 
University. Of especial significance is the decision to continue this work which 
was made by the National Convention in adopting unanimously a resolution 
authorizing the continuance and regularization of such investigations for the next 
convention. 

NEW MEMBERS ELECTED SINCE MAY 1 



Corporate Membership 
National City Bank, 55 Wall St., New York City. 

Regular Membership 
Arrus, Oscar F., Lawyer, Formerly Chief of Statistical Section of Custom House, 

Calle Constitution No. 20, Callao, Peru, South America. 
Bernhardt, Joshua, U. S. Sugar Equalization Board, Inc., Ill Wall St., New 

York City. Chief statistician. 
Biele, Edward, Norwich Pharmacal Co., Norwich, N. Y. Comptroller of the 

Company. 
Bloom, Louis, 12 East 14th St., New York City. Accounting. Statistical 

work relating to clothing industry. 
Brasher, Philip, Tidewater Oil Co., 11 Broadway, New York City. Industrial 

engineer, interested in management control statistics. 



